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AUREADICTA. 


The Gratious Words of King Charles the Firſt, 
For the Proteſtant Religion of the Church 
of England : Collefted out of «ur terns 


I. Upon His Majeſties calling the Parliament, 1 6 4 2, 


remiſsne(s in Church and State had contracted 

upon My Government, I reſolved to have expi- 
ared by ſuch Laws and regulations for the future, as 
might not only rectity what was amiſs in practice, bur 
ſupply what was defeQtive in the Conſticution : no man 
havinga greater zeal ro ſee Religion ſerled, and preſer- 
ved in truth, unitie and order, than My ſelf ; whom ir 
moſt concerns both in plety and policy, as knowing, 
© That no flames of civil difſentions are more dangerous 
© than thoſe, which make Relpious pretenſions the 
© orounds of Factions. 


T He od:um and offences, which ſome mens rigor or 


I reſolved to Reform, what I ſhould by free and full 
2dviſe in Parliament be convinced ro be amiſs; and to 
.orant > whatever my Reaſon and Conſcience told me 
was fit to be defired. 1 wiſh I had kepr my ſelf within 
thoſe bounds, and not ſuffered my own judgment to 
have been overborn in ſome thinzs , more by others 


importunity than their argomentrs 5 my Ccnfidence had 
| A 2 | lefs 
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leſs betrayed my ſelf and my Kingdoms to thoſe gdvanta- 
goes which ſome men ſought for , who wanted nothing 
bur Power and-Occaſion to do Miſchief. But our Sins 
* being ripe > there was no preventing of God's Juſtice 
© from reaping that Glory in our Calamities , which we 
© rob'd him of in our Proſperity. 


VI: Upon Hzs Majeſties Retirement from Weſtminſter, 


I can be contented to recede much from my own in- 
tereſts and perſonal Rights , of which I conceive my ſelf 
ro be Maſter; but in whar concerns Truth, Juſtice, the 
Rights of the Church , and my Crown, together with the 
general Good of my Kingdoms ( all which Tam bound 
to preſerve as much as morally lies in me) hereTam and 
ever {hall be fixt and reſojutez nor ſhall any man gain 
my Conſent to that wherein my heart gives my tongue 
or hand the lye : nor will I be broughtto affirm to men, 
what in my Conſcience I denyed before God. 


VII.. Upon His Majeſties Repulſe at Hull. 


I defire always more to remember ,, Tam a Chriſtian 
«thana King. For what the Majeſtie of one might juſt- 
« lyabhor, the Charity of the other is willing to bear : 
*whar the height of a King tempteth to revenge>the Hu- 
© mility of a Chriſtian teacheth to forgive.z keeping in 
compaſs all thoſe impotent paſſions, whoſe exceſs in- 
jures a man more than his greateſt Enemies can : For 
rheſe give the Malice a full impreſſion on our Souls, 
which otherwiſe cannot reach very far-nor do us much 
hurt. IX. 


= 
IX. pon raiſing Armies againſt the King. 


The bill againſt Root and Branch was brought on by 

tumulruary Clamors and Schiſmatical Terrors 5 which 
could never pals, till both Houſes were ſufficiently 
thinned and over awed. To which partiality (while in all 
Reaſon , Juſtice and Rehgon, my Conſcience forbids 
me by conſenting to make up their Votes to Acts 
of Parliament) I muſt now be urged with an Army, and 
conſtrained either to hazard my own and my Kingdoms 
ruine by my defence 3 or proſtrate my Conſcience to 
the blind obedience of thoſe men, whoſe zeaious ſuper- 
ſtition thinks or pretends, they cannor do God and the 
Church a greater Service, than utterly to del(troy thar 
Primitive , and Apoſtolical, and Anciently Univerſal 
Goyernment of the Church by Bſhops. 


Which; if other mens judgment binds them to main- 
tain, or forbids them to conſent to the aboliſhing of ir, 
mine much more - who, befides the grounds I have jn 
my judgment, have alſo a moſt ſtrit and indiſpenſa- 
ble Oath upon my Conſcience, to preſerve that 0r- 
der and the Rzghts of the Church, To which moſt facrile. 
ious and abhorred Perjury, moſt unbeſeeming a Chric. 
tian King , ſhould I ever by giving my conſent be be- 
trayed, I ſhould account it infinitely greater miſery , 
than any hath, or can befall me. 


XI. Upon the Nineteen Propoſitions, 


Many of them ſavour very ſtrong of that old lever 
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of Innovations , masked under that nzme of Reforma- 
tion ; which in my two laſt famous Predecellor's time , 
threained both Prince and Parliaments 5 bur I am ſure 
was never wont ſo far to infe& the whole maſs of the 


Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdome , however dif- _ 


perſed among the Vulgar. 


Nor wiil I conſent to more than Reaſon, Juſtice, Ho- 
nour and Religion perſwade me to be for Gods Glory, the 
Churches good, my Peoples welfare, and my own Peace. 
T will Study to farisfy my Parliament , and my People : 
bur I will never, for fear or flattery, gratify any Faction 
how potent ſoeyer. 


XIII, #þon the coming in of the Scots. 


The Coming again of that Party into England with 
an Army , only to conform this Church to their late new 
model, cannot but ſeem as unreaſonable, as they would 
__ thought the ſame meaſure offered from hence to 
LIC, 


Nor do I know any ſuch tough and malignant hu- 
mours in rhe conſtitution of the Engltſh Church , which 
gentler Applicarions than thoſe of an Army , might nor 
ealily have removed : Nor is ir ſo proper to hewo ut 
Religions Retormations by the Sword, as to poliſh 
them by fair andequal diſputations, among thol* thar 
are moſt concerned in the differences 5 whom not force, 
but reaſon ought to convince. nl 


Wiſ: and Learned Men think,rhat nothing harh more 
marks 
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; marks of Schiſm and SeQariſm, than this Presbyreri- 

1 an Wiy 3 both as to the ancient and ſtill moſt univerſal 

4 way ofthe Church-Govyernment , znd (| pecially as to the 

' particular Laws and Confſticutions of this Engliſh Churchy 
which are not yet repeated , norare like to be for me 
till 1 ſee more rational and Relgreus motives, 


I think my ſelf ſo much the more bound in Conſcience 
to attend the Church's Good With the moſt judicious zeal 
and care , by how much Ieſteem- the Church above the 
State,the Glory of Chriſt above mine own,and the ſalva= 


tion of mens Souls above the preſervation of their Bodies 
and Eſtates. 


Sure the Church of England might have purchaſed, at 

a far cheaper rate, the truth and happineſs of a reformed 
Government and Diſcipline (if it had been wantiog ) tho 
it had entertained the beſt Divines of Chriſtendom. for 
theiradvice ina full and free Synod : which I was ever 
willing to, and deſirous of ; that matters being impartl- 


ally ſetled, might be more ſatisfactory to all, and more 
_ durable, 


RIV. Ton the Covenant. 


Altho-Iam unſatisfied with many paſſages in that Cove- 
2 nant 3 ſome referring to my ſelf with very dubious and 
Þ dangerous limitations ; yer I chicfly wonder at the de- 
| ſign and drifr, touching the Diſcipline and Government 
of the Church, Nor can I ſee how they will reconcile 
ſuch an innovaring Oath and Covenant, with that for- 


mer Proteſtation- which was ſo lately taken, to maine 
tain 
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tain the Rehgion eſtabliſhed :in the Church of England , 


ſince ti.ey count Diſcipline ſo great a part of Religion. 


Iam prone tobelieve and hope, thar many who took 
the Covenant, are yet firm to this judgmenr 3 <« 'I hat 
« ſuch later vows, Oaths or Leagues can n+ver blor out 
« thoſe former Gravings and Characters, which by juſt 
« and lawful Oaths were made upon their Souls. 


_ As for the Reformation of the Church, which the Cove- 
nant pretends, I cannor think irjuit, or comely, that 


by. the partial Ad: ice of afew Divines (ot lo iof: and ſer- 
compliance contrary to their former judgments) iuch 
foul Scandals and Suſpitions ſhouid be caſt upon rhe 
Dottrine and Government. of.the Church of England, as 
was never done (that I have heard + by any that deſerve 
ed the name of & eformed Churches abroad, norby any 
men of learning or Candor at home : all whoſe judg- 
ments I cannor bur prefer, betore any men's now facti= 
ouſly engaged, 


No man can be more forward than my-ſelf, to carry 


onall due Reformation, with mature judgmenr anda 
good Conſcience, in v hat things i ſhall (after impar- 
tlal Advice) be by God's Word and right Reaion con- 


vinced to be amiſs. And I have offer'd more, than the - 


fulleſt, freeſt and wiſeſt Parliaments did deſire, Bur 
the ſequ-! of ſome mens Actions makes it evident, that 
the main Reformacion incended is the ubaſeing of Epiſ- 
cOpacy into Preſbyrery,and the robbing the Church of its 
Jands and revenues, <Stiil i ſee, while rhe bicath of 
© Keligt= 


vile tempers, as diſpoſed.rhem ro ſudden acting and. 
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<Religion fills the Sails, profic is the compaſs by which 
«-f4&ious men ſteer.rheir courſen all ſeditious commo- 
© {{0NSs | 


I thank God, asno man lay moreupon to temptari- 
-ons of uſurping the Church lands and revenues ; fo I have 
always had ſuch a perfe& abhorrence of it in my Soul , 
that] never found the leaſt inclination to ſuch ſacrilepi- 
ousreformings : Yet no man hath a greater defire to have 
Biſhops and all Church-men fo reformed, that they may 
beſt deſerve and uſe, not only what the pious Muni- 
ficence of my Predeceſſors hath given to God and the 
Church, bur all other additions of Chriſtian Bounty. 


But noneceflity ſhall ever {Thope) drive Mzor Mere 
to inyade or ſell the Prieſts Lands: which both Pha- 
raoh's Divinity and Joſeph's true Piery abhorr'd todo. Sg 
unjuſt I think it, both in the Eye of Reaſon and Religi- 
on, to deprive the moſt ſacred employment of all due 
encouragements 5 and like the other hard-hearted Pha- 
raoh, to withdraw the Straw and encreaſe the Taſk : So 
purſuing the opprefled Church (as ſome havedone) to. 
the Red-Sea of a Civil War 3 where nothing bur a Mira. 
clecan ſave it,or Him, who eſteems his greateſt Title to 
be called, and his chiefeſt Glory to be The Defender of 
the Church, both in its true Faith, and its juſt Fruitions, 
equally abhorring Sacriledge and Apoſtacy, 


RV. Upon the Scandals caſt upon the Kyng. 
Ie was a great part of ſome mens Religion to ſcanda- 


lize Me and Mine : They thought theirs could not be 
nh GB. 3 7. rrue 
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true; if they cryed not down mine as falſe. . thank: 
God,': I have had more tryal of his Grace; as to:the- con 
ſtancy of my Religion, in the Proteſtant Profeſſion of, the 
Church of England, both abroad and at home, than ever 
they are like to have. TAY og 209 bet 


| Nor do I know any exception Tam fo liable: to, in: 
their opinion, as roo great a fixednels in that. Relrgron, 
' whoſe judicious and ſolid grounds, both from Scriprure 
and Antiquity, will not give my Conlclence leave r0ap-. 
prove-orcanfent.to thoſe many dangerous and divided 
Innovations, which the ''bold' ignorance of 'fome. men 
would needs obtrude upon Me and my People : contra- 
ry to thoſe well-tryed. Foundations both of Truth and 
Order, which men of far. greater learning and clearer 
Zeal have ſetled' in rhe Confeſſion. and Conſtiturion of 
this Church in England : which many former Parliaments, 
in the moſt calm and unpaſfſionate times, have oft con. 
firmed. In which I ſhall ever by Gbds help perſevere. * 


XVI. Upon the Ordinance againſt the Common Prayer-Book.. 


\ 'TholT am not. againſt a grave, modeſt , diſcreet.and | 
humble uſe. of Miniſters Gifts, even in publick, the bet- - 
ter to fit and excite their own and the peoples affections 
rorhe preſent occaſions : Yet] know no neceſſity, why 
private and-ſingle Abilities ſhould quire juſtle.6ur and 
deprive the Church of the joynt Abilities and concurrent 
girsof many tearned and godly men 5: ſuch-as the Cont- 
poſers of the Servzce-Book were 3, who mayin all ma L 
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be thought 'to have more of Gifts and Graces, enablir g 


10 Compoſe with ſerious deliberation and concurrent 
advice ſuch Forms of Prayer, as may beſt fir the Church- 


es common wants, inform the Heaters underſtanding, 


and ſtir up that fiduciary and fervent Application of their 


Spirits (wherein confiſts the very Life and Soul of Pray- 


er) then any private man by his ſolitary Abiliries can 
be preſumed to have. 


The want of Liturgy, I believe, this Church will ſuf- 
ficiently feel when the unhappy fruits of many mens un- 
govern'd ignorance and confident defe&s ſhall be diſ- 
cover'd in more ertours, Schiſms, diſorders and un+ 
Charitable diſtraQtions in Religion : which are already 


but too many, the more's the pitty. 


One of the greateſt faults ſome men found with our 
Commone-prayer-book, 1 believe, was this : That ir taught 
them to pray ſo oft for Me : for which Petitions they 
had not Loyalty enough to ſay Amer ; nor yet Charity 
enough to forbear reproaches, and even curſing of Me 
in their own Forms, iaſtead of praying for Me. I wiſh 
their Repentance may be their only puniſhmear. 


XVII. Of the Differences in point of Church Government. 


I muſt now in Charity be thought defirous to preſerve 
that Government in its right Conffitution , 4s a Matter of 
Religions Wherein my Judgment is fully ſatisfied, that 


it hath of all other the fulleſt Scripture Grounds, and - . 
- 7: 0 
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fo the: conſtant PraRice of all Chriſtian Churches, till 
of late years. 


They muſt give me leave having none of their temp- 
tations to alter the Government of B:/hops (that I may 
have aTitle to their Eſtates) not to believe their pre- 
rended grounds to ally new wayes contrary to the full 
and conſtant Teſtimony ofall Hiſtories, ſufficiently 
convincing unbiaſled men. 


Not thatT am againſt the managing of this Preſidency 
and Authority in one man, by the joynt Gounſel and 
Conſent of many Presbyters. ] have offerd to reſtore that, 
as a fit means to avoid thoſe Errors , Corruprtions, Par- 
Llalities , which are incident to any one man: alſo to 
avoid Tyranny , which becomes no Chriſtian, leaſt of 
all Church- men. Beſides, it will be a means to take away 
that burden and 04tum of affairs, which may lay too 
heavy upon one mans Shoulders , as indeed I think it 
did formerly on the Br/hops here. 2 


For thoſe ſecular Additaments and Ornaments of 
Authority, Civil Honour , and Eſtate, which my Pre« 
deceſſors, and Chriſtian Princes in all Countries have 
annexed to Biſhops and Church-men ; T look upon them 
bur as juſt Rewards of their Learning and Piety , who 
are fit to be in any degree of Church- Government ; alſo 
Enablements ro works of Chatiry , and Hoſpitality ; 
meer ftrengrhening of their Authority in Poinr of reſ- 
petand obſervance 5 which in Peaceful rimes is hardly 
payed to any Governors by the meafure of their Vis. 
*ues ſo-much as by that of rheir Eſtares, 
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T would have ſuch men Biſhops as are moſt worthy of 
fach Encouragements, and ableſt to uſe them. Ifat any 
time my Judgment of men failed, my gcod Intentis» 
ons made my Error Venial. I am ſure] had, Whoſe 
Learning, Gravity , and Piety, no man ofany Worth 
or Forehead can deny, 4 Mt 


The Abuſes of Epiſcopacy deſerve to be Extirpated , as 
well as the uſeretained 3 for holdit far better to hold 
* to Primitive and uniform Antiquity than to comply 
<with divided noyeltie. A right Epiſcopacy will at once 
* ſatisfy all juſt deſires and intereſts of good Biſhops , 
© humble Presbyters, and ſober People : ſo as Church 
* Aﬀairs ſhould be managed neither with Tyranny , Pa- 


«rity, nor Popularity neither B:ſhops Ejeded , nor 


, Presbyters deſpiſed', nor People oppreſſed. And in 
this Integrity , both of my Judgment and Conſcience, I 
hope God will Preſerve me, 


XVII. Upon Uxbridg Treaty. 


+) 


Tn Church-affairs , where 1 had leaſt Liberty of Pru- 
dence , haveing ſo many ſtri tyes of Conſcience upon 
me ; yetlI was willing to condeſcend fo far to the ſetling 
of them , as mighr have given fair ſatisfaction to all men, 
whom Fa@tion , Covetouſneſs, or Superſtition had 
not Engaged more , than any true Zeal, Charity, or loye 


of Reformation. 


God knows,and Time will diſcover, who were moſt to 
| blame 
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blame for the:unſuccesfulneſs of that Treary, and-who 


muſt bear the guilt of after Calamities. Ibelievel am 


very excuſable , both before God and all unpaſſionate 
men z Who have ſeriouſly weighed theſe tranſactions , 
whetein1 endeavoured no leſs the Reſtauration of Peace 
ro my People, than the Preſervation of my own Crowns 
ro my Poſteriry. 


1 ypon the Reformation of the Times. - 


. Tamforry toſee, (after the freedom of Parliament 
was by factious Tumults oppreſſed )how little regard was 
had to the good Laws Eſtabliſhed, and the Religron let- 
led; (which ought to be the firſt Rule and ſtandard of 
Reforming ) with how much Partialiry , and Popular 
Compliance, the Paſſions and Opinions of men have 
been gratified, to the detriment of the Public, and the 
infinite ſcandal of the Reformed Religion. 


What D:ſſolutwons of all Order and Government in 
the Church | What Novelties of Schiſms and Corrupt O- 
pinions ! What undecences and Confuſions in ſacred 
Adminiſtrations ! What Sacrilegious Invaſions upon the 
Rights and Revenues of the Church | What Contempt and 
oppreſbon of the Clergy ! 


I conceive thar where the Scripture is not ſo clear and 
*Puncual in precepts » there the conſtant and univerſal 
*Practice of the Church, in things not contrary to reaſon» 
faith- good manners , or any poſitive command, is the 
beſt Rule that Chriſtians can follow. 

Il 
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*T am ſure, the right'therhods of Reforming the'Church 
5 cannot cofifiſt with that of Perturbing'the Givil lite 5 
nor can Religion be Juſtly advanced by deprefling Loyal= 
ty 3 which is one of the Chiefeſt Ingredients, {nd Orna- 
ments of true Religion: For next ro'Fear God, is, Floniur 
the King. Coal 152 902 GEE CURVINDDS CLIO A JOHT (5 
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T doubtnot but Chriſts Kingdom way be'ſer up, with- 
out Pulling down mine : nor will aty men in impartial 
times appear food Chriſtians, that approve not thetnſelves 
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_ Chriſts Government will Confirm mine, not overthrow 
1t 5 ſince, as Town mine from him, fo I deſire to rule for 


his Glory, and his/Churches Good, ' = 
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| XXIV. Upon the denying of ns Majeſty the 


attendance of his Chaplains, 
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When Providence' was pleaſed to deprive Me of atl 
civil Comforts and ſecular Attendants, IT thought the 
abſence of them all might beſt be ſupplyed by the atten« 
dariceof ſomeof my Chaplains 3 whom for their Funtion 
1 reverence , and for their Fidelity I have cauſeto love. 
By their Learning, Piety and Prayers I hoped to be et< 
rher better enabled to ſuſtain the want of all otherenjoy- 
ments, "or better fitted ſor the recovery and uſe of them, 
in God's good time; ſo reaping, by their pious belp,a Spirt-' 
mal 'Harveſt of' Grace , ' amidſt the Thorns, and after 
the Plowings of Temporal croftes. © 


1 


.<{ n6) 
. If had aſked my Revenues, my power of the Mz/zjrz, 
or any one of my Kingdoms, it had been no . wonder to 
have been denyed in thoſe things 3 where the evil poli- 
cy of men forbids all juſt reſtitution, leſt they ſhould con- 
feſsan injurious uſurpation :- But to deny the Ghoſtly 
comfort of my Chaplains, ſeems a greater rigour and bar= 
barity, than is ever uſed by Chriſtians to the meaneſt 
Priſoners, - and greateſt Malefagors ; whom tho the 
Juſtice of the Law deprive of wordly comforts, yer the 
mercy. of Rehg:on allows them the benefit of their Clergy» 
25 not aiming at once to deſtroy their Bodies, and to 
damn their Souls. $4 


But my Agony muſt not be relieved with the preſence 

of one good Angel : for. ſuch I account a learned, godly 
and diſcreet D:vine, and ſuch I would have all mine to 
be. 


Iam ſo much a friend to all Church-mer, that have any 
thing in them beſeeming that ſacred Fun&ion , thar [ 


-- have hazarded mine own Intereſts , chiefly upon Con- 


ſcience and Conſtancy to maintain their Rights, Whom 
the more I looked upon as Orphans, and under the ſacri- 
legious eyes of many cruel and rapacious Reformers ; fo 
I thought it wy duty, the more to appear as a Father, and 
a Patron for them and the Church. 


| In Devotions, | love neither profane boldneſs, norpi- 
ous Nonſenſe; but ſuch an humble and judicious gravi- 


Ys as ſhews the Speaker to be at once conſiderate of 


od's Majeſty, the Churches honour, and his own rite- 


nels; both knowing what God allows him to aſk, and 


in 


* 
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in what manner it becomes a Sinner, to ſupplicate the 
divine mercy for himſelfaud others. 


As I owe the Clergy the protection of a Chriſtian King, 
ſo'I defire to enjoy from rhem the benefic of their Gifts 
and Prayers: Which I look upon as more: prevalent 
than mine own». or other mens, by how much they flow. 


from minds more enlightned, and affe@ions leſs diſtra&t- 


ed, than'-thoſe which are encumbried- with Tecular Af- 
fairs. - 


© My comfort js, tharin the enforced , nor negleQed, 
© wantof ordinary means, God is wont to afford extra- 
* ordinary ſupplies of his Gifts and Graces. Tf his Sp:- 
r2t will teach me, and help mine infirmities in Prayer, 
reading and meditation {as I hope He w1ll) I ſhall need 


- No other, either Orator or Inſtructor. 


XXVII. To the Prince of Wales. 


| Thad rather you ſhould be Charles le bon, then le grand, 

Good then Great. TI hope God hath defigned you to be 
both, having ſo early put you into that exerciſe of his 
Graces and Gifts beſtowed upon you - which may belſt 
weed out all vicious Inclinarions, and diſpoſe you ro 
thoſe Princely endowments and imployments., which 
will moſt gain rhe love, and intend the welfare of thoſe, 
over whom God ſhall place you. 


nces Conliſts in the advancing of 


 Thettrue Glory of Pr: | 
: Gods 


C 


—_— 
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Geds Glory, in the maintenance of true Relgron and the 
"Churches good : Allo in the diſpenſation of civil power, 


with Juſtice and Honour, to the publick peace. 


Piety will make you proſperous, at leaſt it will keep 
you from being miſerable, noris he much a looſer that 
looſeth all, yet ſaverh his own Sow at laſt. 


Above all, I wculd have you (as hopel you are al. 
ready) well grounded and ſerled in your Relzg7on. The 
beſt profeſſion of which , TI have ever eſteemed thar of 
the Church of England, in which you have been educated: 


yet I would have ycur own judgment and reaſon now - 


Seal to that ſacred Bond, which Education hath writ- 
ten, that it may be judiciouſly your own Religion, and 
not other mens Cuſtom or Tradition , which you pro- 
teſs.” | 


In this Icharge you to perſevere as coming neareſt to 
God's Word for Dofrine, and to the Primitive Examples 
for Government, with ſome littleamendment ; which 


often offer'd, tho in vain : your fixation in matters of Res 


ligion, will not be more neceſſary fer your Souls , than 
your Kingdoms Peace, when God ſhall bring you t0 
them, 


Let nothing ſeem little or deſpicable to you, in mat- 
ters which concern Religion and the Churches peacez ſo 
as to negle& the ſpeedy reforming, and effeciual ſup- 
prefling Errors and Schiſms :; which ſeeming at firſt bur 
«as a hand bredth,by ſeditious Spirits as by ſtrong Winds 
©are ſoon made to cover and darken the whole Heavens, 

| Your 
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Your Prerogative is Þeft ſhewed and «xerciſed in re- 
mitting, rather than exzCting the rigour of the Law 3 
there being nothing worſe than legal Tyranny, 


Beware of exaſperating any Fatzons by the croſcneſs 
and aſperity of icme mens paſſions, humouis andpri- 
vate opinions ; Employed by you 5 groundedon'y upon 
the difference in leſſer matters, which are but the Skirts 
and Suburbs of Religion 5 provided the difference a= 
mount not to an inſolent oppoſition of Laws and Go- 
vernment, Always$ keep up ſold Prety, and thoſe Funda- 
mental Truths, (wich mend both hearts andlives of men) 
with impartial favor and juſtice. 


I do requireand intreat you, as your Father and your 
K7ng, that you never ſuffer your heartto receive the leaſt 
check againſt, or diſaffetion from the true Religzon 
eſtabliſhed in the Churchof England. 1 tell you, I have 
try'd it 3 andafter much ſearch and many diſputes have 
concluded it to be the beſt in the World ; not only in the 
Community, as Chr:tzan ; but alſo in the ſpecial notion, 
as Reformed; keeping the midle way between the Pomp 
of ſuperſtitious Tyranny , and the meaneſs cf Fanatick 
Anarchy. 


Scarce any one, who hath been a beginner, or an 
ative Proſecutor of this late Waragainſt the Church, the 
Laws, and Me, either was or is a true Lover, Embracer 
or Praicerof the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed in Enge 
land : which neither gives ſuch rules, nor ever bctore 
{et ſuch Examples, 


C3 Nor 


( 20 "Si 
- Nor would I haveyou to entertain any Averſation, 
or diſlike of Parltaments ; which in the right Inſtiturion, 
with freedom and honour, will never jnjure or diminiſh 
your Greatneſs ; but will rarher be as interchanging of 
Love, Loyalty, and Confidence between a Prince and 
his People. | 


_ Happy times , I hope, attend you 5 wherein your 
Subjedts , by their miſeries, will have learned 5 That 
Religion to their God, and Loyalty rotheir King, Can» 
* not beparted, without both their Sin and their In- 
© feliCitYs 


4VREA DICT A 


'The King's Gracious Words, for the Prote- 
ſtant Religion. | 


A 


IT. In His Majeſties Letter to the Speaker of the Flouſe of 
Commons, from his Court at Breda, April 14. 1660. to 
be read in the Houſe. 


F you delire the Advancement and propagation 
of the Proteſtant Religion, we have by our con- 
- ſtant profeſſion and practice of it, given ſuffici- 
ent teſtimony to the World, that neither the un- 
kindneſs of thoſe of the fame Faith towards us, 
nor the civilities and obligations of thoſe of a contrary 
profeſſion ( of both which we have had abundant evi- 
dence ) could in the leaſt degree ſtartle us, or make us 
{werve from it ; and nothing can be propoſed to mani- 
feſt our zeal and afteCtion to it, to which we will not 
readily conſent. 


'2. 1 His .Majeſties Declaration to all his Ieving Subjects, 
Octob. 25. 1660. Þ. 3. 


How much the peace of the State is concerned 1n 
*the peace of the Church, and how difficult a tÞ11g it 15 
A 2 to 


TY 


t» preſerve Order and Government in Civil, whilſt | 
there is no Order or Government in Eccleſiaſtical Afairs, 
is evident to the world : And this little part of the 
world, our own Dominions, hath late experience of it. 


3. In the ſame Declaration concerning Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, 
2. N0D-25. 1000. F. 4. 


In the Reformed Churches abroad, in France, in the 
Low-Countries, and in Germany, we have had irequent 
conferences with the moſt learned men, who have una- 
nimouſly lamented the great reproach the Proteſtant 
Religion undergoes, from the. diſtempers and too noto- 
rious Schiſms in matters of Religion in England: And as 
the moſt Learned amongſt them have always with great 
{ubmiſſion and reverence acknowledged and magnified 
rhe eſtabliſhed Government of the Church of England, 
and the great countenance and ſhelter the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion received from it before thoſe unhappy times ; ſo 
many of them with great ingenuity and ſorrow confeſ- 
ſed, that they were too eaſily miſled by miſ-information 
and prejudice, into ſome diſe{teem of it, as if it had too 
much complied with: the Church of Rome ; whereas 
they now acknowledg it to be the beſt fence God hath 
yet raiſed againſt Popery in the world : and we are per- 
{waded, they do with great zeal wiſh it reſtored to its 
old dignity and veneration. 

And p. 8. We need not profeſs the high aftection and 
eſteem we have for the Church of England, as it is e- 

| ſftabliſhed by Law ; the Reverence to which hath ſup- 


ported us ( with Gods Bleflivg) againſt many tempta- 
tions. 
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4. And p. 5. of the ſame Declaration, Whitc-hall, 
Oct. 25. 16Go0. 


When we were in Holand, we were attended by 
many Grave anc. Learned Miniſters from hence, who 
were looked upon as moſt able and principal Aſſertors of 
the Presbyterian opinions, with whom we had as much 
conference as the multitude of Afairs, which were then. 
upon us, would permit us to have ; and to our great 


fatisfaction and comfort, found them perſons full of 


aftection to us, of zeal for the peace of the Church and 
State, and-neither enemies: (as they had been given out 
to be) to Epiſcopacy or-Liturgy, . but modeſtly to defire 
ſuch alterations in either, as without ſhaking- foundatz- 
ons, might allay the preſent diſtempers, which the in- 
diſpoſition of the time , and the tenderneſs of ſome. 
mens Conſciences had contracted. 


5. And þp. 10. Of the ſame. 


We do declare our purpoſe and reſolution 1s,and ſhall 
be, to promote the power of Godlineſs, to encourage 
the exerciſes of Religion, both publick and private, and 
to take care that the Lords-day be apphed to holy exer- 
ciſes, without unneceſſary divertiſments; and that in- 
\mfficient, negligent, and ſcandalous Miniſters be not 
permitted in the Church ; and that as the preſent Bt- 
ſhops are known: to:be men of great and exemplary 
piety in their Lives (which they have manifeſted in 
their notorious and-exampled ſuffer:ngs during theſe late 
diſtempers ) ſo we ſhall take ſpecial care, by the afſiſi- 


ANnce 


of God, to prefer no men to that office and charge, but 


men of Learnmg, Virtue and Piety : who may be them- 


ſelves the beſt examples to thoſe who are to be go- 
ver'd by them. 


- 6. Again þ. 12. 13.-of the ſame.” 


We will take care that Confirmation be rightly and 
ſolemnly performed, by the information, and with the 
conſent of the Miniſters of the place; who ſhall admit 
none to the Lords Supper, till they have made a credi- 
ble profeſſion of their Faith, and promiſed obedience to 
the Will of God, according as it isexpreſied in the con- 
ſiderations of the Rabric betore the Catechiſm : and that 
all poſſible diligence be uſed for the in{truction, and re- 
formation of ſcandalous offenders. 

| Moreover the-Rural Dean and his Aſſiſtants ate, in 
their reſpe&tive Diviſions, to ſee that the Children and 
younger ſort be carefully inftructed by the reſpeQtive 
Miniſters of every Pariſh, in the grounds of Chriſtian 
Religion, and be able to.give a good account of their 
Faith .and Knowledg, and alſo of their Chriſtian con- 
verſation conformable thereunto, before they be con- 


firmed by the Biſhop, or admitted to the Sacrament of 
.the Lords Supper. 


7. And p. 14. 15. of the ſame Declaration. 


No Biſhop ſhall exerciſe any Arbitrary Power, or do 
or impoſe any thing upon the Clergy, or the people, 
Eut what 1s according to the known Laws of the 
Land. 


We 
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We are very glad to find, that all with whom we 
have conlerred, do in their judgments approve the Lt- 
turgy, or ſet form of publick worſhip to be lawtul ; 
which in our judgment, for the preſervation of Unity 
and Uniformity, we conceive to be very neceſlary. 

Concerning Ceremonies, we have the more eſteem of 
all, and reverence for many of them, by having been 
preſent in many of thoſe Churches, where they are 
moſt aboliſhed, or diſcountenanced : And it cannot be 
doubted, but that every-national Church, with the ap- 
probation and conſent of the Soveraign power, may, 
and hath always introduced ſuch particular Ceremonies, 
as in that conjunCture of time are thought moſt proper 
tor edification, and the neceſſary improvement of Piety 
and Devotion in the People. 


8. P. 19. of the ſame Declaration. 


And let us all endeavour, and emulate each other 
11 theſe endeavours, to countenance and advance the 
Proteſtant Religion abroad ; which will be beſt done by: 
ſupporting the Dignity and Reverence due to the beſt 
Reformed Proteſtant Church at home ; and which being 
once freed from the calumnies and reproaches it hath 
undergone from theſe late ill times, will be the beſt ſhel- 
ter tor thoſe abroad ; which will by that countenance, 
both be the better proteC&ted againſt their enemies, and 
be the more eaſily duced to compoſe the differences a- 
mong themſelves, which give the enemies more advan- - 
tage againſt them, 
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9. In 77s Majeſties Speech to the Houſe of Commons at the 
Banquetting-Heuſe, March 1. 1661. P. 7.8. 

[ have the worſt luck in the world, if aſter all Re- 
proaches of being a Papiſt, whillt I was abroad, I am 
ſuſpected of being a Presbyterian now I am come home. 
I am as zealous for the Church of England as any of you 
ean be, and am enough acquainted with the enemies of 
it, on all ſides. IT am as much in love with the Book of 
Common Prayer as you can wiſh, and have prejudice 
enough to thoſe who do not love it ; who, I hope in 
time, will be better informed, and change their minds; 
and you may ke confident, I doas much defire to fee an 
uniformity ſettled, as any amongſt you. ne 

I have tranſmitted the Book of Common-Prayer, 
with thoſe Alterations and Additions, which have keen 
preſented to me by the Convocation, to the Houle of 
Peers, with my approbation, that the Act of Uniformi- 


ty may relate to it; fo that I preſume it will be ſhortly | 


diſpatched there. And when we have done all we can, 
the well fetteling that Aﬀair will require great pru- 
dence and- diſcretion, and the abſence of all paſſion and 
precipitation. | 


x0. {1n His Majeſties Speech to both Houſes, 
July 30. 1661. þ. 4- 


I thank you with all my heart, indeed as much as I 
can do for any thing, for the repeal of that Ac which 
excluded the Biſhops from ſitting in Parlament ; it was 
an unhappy At, in an unhappy tune, paſſed with ma- 
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ny unhappy circumſtances, and attended with miſerab 
events ; and therefore I do again thank you for repeal- 
ing it, you have thereby reſtored Parliaments to their 
primitive inſtituvions. 

And Novemb. 20. p. 1. I come to ſee what you and I 
have ſo long deſired to ſee, The Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Commons of England met toge- 
ther to conſult for the peace and fatety of Church and 
State; by which Parliaments are reſtored to their primi- 
tive Luſter and Integrity. I do heartily congratulate 
with you for this day. 


II. 14 the Kings Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Octob. 14. 1662. 


The bold abuſes and extravagancies of Preachers 
( through the licentiouſneſs of the late Times) have 
much encreaſed , to the enflaming, fomenting and 


heightening of the ſad diſtempers and confuſions that 


were among us. And at this preſent (notwithſtanding 
the henie providence of God, ſo ſignally manifeſted 
in reſtoring us to our Crown, and our pious care and 
endeavours to govern our Realms in peace and tranqui- 
lity ) the faid abuſes do yet continue in a very high 
meaſure in ſundry parts of this Realm, through the bu- . 
fie diligence of fome unquiet and fattious ſpirits ; who 
inſtead of Preaching the pure Word of God, and build- 
ing up the people in Faith and Holineſs, have made it a 
great part of their buſineſs, to. beget in the minds of 
their Hearers, an evil opinion of their Governours, by 
inſinuating fears and jealouſies to diſpoſe them to difcon- 
tent, G&c. 


B I2. [« 
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12. In the King's Direfions concerning Preachers, 
October 1.4. 62. 


That no Preachers in their Sermons preſume to med- 
dle with matters of State, &c. but that upon all good 
occaſions they faithfully inſtruct the people in their 
bounden duty of fubje&tion and obedience to their Go- 
vernors, ſuperior and ſubordinate of all ſorts, and to 
the eſtabliſhed Laws . according to the Word of God, 
and the Dofrine of the Church of England, as it is 
contained in the Homilies of obedience, and the Arti- 
cles of Religion fet forth by publick Authority. 76. 

' 13. That for the more edifying of the People in 
Faith and Godlineſs, all Miniſters and Preachers , in 
their ſeveral reſpective Cures, ſhall not only diligent- 
ly apply themſelves to Catechiſe the younger fort, 
according as in the Book of Common-Prayer is ap- 
pointed ; but alſo ſhall in their ordinary Sermons in- 
{1ſt chiefly upon Catechetical Doctrines, declaring with- 
all unto their Congregations, what influences ſuch Do- 
&trines ought to have into their Lives and Converfa- 
tions. 26. 

14. And becauſe theſe licentious times have corrupt- 
ed Religion, even in the very Roots and Foundations ; 
that where there is an Afternoons Exerciſe , it be eſpe- 
cially ſpent in explaining ſome part of the Church- 
Catechiſm , or in Preaching upon ſome ſuch Text, if 
Scripture, as will properly and naturally lead to the 


handling of ſomething contained in it; or may con- 


duce to the expoſition of the Liturgy and Prayers of 
the Church; the only cauſe they grew into contempt 
amongſt 


pan" 
on 43 , 


( 12 ) 
amongſt the People being this, that they were not un- 
derſtood. 76. 

15. That the Miniſter read the Prayers with that 
Gravity, Diſtinctneſs, Devotion and Reverence, as be- 
comes ſo holy an Action: and whenſoever by reaſon 
of his Infirmity, or the concurrence of other Offices, 
the time may ſeem too ſhort, or he unable to perform 
the Office of both Prayers and Sermon at length, he 
rather ſhortens his Diſcourſe or Sermon , than omit a- 
ny thing of the Prayers, leſt he incur the penalty of 
the Act of Uniformity , requiring them to be read ac- 
cording as the Book directs. 26. 

16. Laſtly, That for the better obſerving of the 
Lord's day” (too much neglected of many) the Preach- 
ers ſhall, as by often and ſerious Admonitions and ſharp 
reproofs, endeavour to draw oft People from ſuch Idle, 
Debauched and Prophane Courſes, as diſhonour God, 
being a ſcandal on Religion , and contempt on the Laws 
and Authority Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; fo ſhall they ve- 
ry earneſtly perſwade them to frequent Divine Service 
on the Lord's day, and other Feſtivals appointed by the 
Church to be kept folemn. And the Miniſters ſhall ex- 
hort ſuch as are in Authority, carefully to look after of- 
fendors in any kind ; that all diforders may, for the time 
to come, be prevented. 26. 


(ſee Rex Theologus) 


Given at our Court at White-Hall, 
_ October 14. 1662. Av.R. 14. 
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17. Ia his Maieſties Speech to both Houſes, 
February 10. 1667. P. 4 


One thing more I hold my ſelf bound to recom- 
mend unto you at preſent, which.1s, that you would 
ſeriouſly think of ſome courſe to beget a better Union 
and Compoſure in the minds of my Proteſtant Subjects, 
in matters of Religion , whereby they may be indu- 
ced , not only to ſubmit quietly to the Government, 
but alſo cheerfully give their Aſſiſtance to the ſupport 


of it. 


18. In his Declaration to all his loving Subjedts, 
March 15. 1671. P. 3- 


And in the firſt place we declare our expreſs Reſolu- 


tion, meaning and Intention to be , That the Church 


of England be preſerved, and remain in its DoQrine, Diſ- 
cipline and Government , as now it ſtands eſtabliſhed 
by Law ; And that this be taken to be, as 1t 1s, the 
Baſis, Rule and Standard of the general and publick 


Wecrſhip of God; And that the Orthodox , conforma- 


ble Clergy do review and enjoy the Revenues belonging 
thereunto; And that no perſon, tho” of a different op1- 
nion and perſwaſion, ſhall be exempt from paying his 
Tithes or other Dues whatſoever : And further, we do 
declare, that no perſon ſhall be capable of holding any 
Benefice, Living, or Eccleſiaſtical Digaity or Preferment 
of any kind, in this our Kingdom of England, who is 
not exactly conformable. 76. 

r9, 1b. 
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19. 1b, p.6. And that there may be no pretence for 
any of our Subjects to continue their illegal Meetings 
and Conventicles, we do declare, that we ihall from 
time to time allow a ſufficient number of places, as 
they ſhall be deſired, in all parts of this our Kingdom, 
tor the uſe of ſuch as do not conform to the Church of 
England; to Meet and Aflemble in, in Order: to their 
publick Worſhip and Devotion. 

P. 7. But our expreſs Will and Pleaſure 1s, That 
none of our Subjects do preſume to meet in any places, 
until ſuch place be allowed, and the Teacher of that - 
Congregation be approved by us. 

1b. If after this our Clemency and Indulgence, any 
of our Subjects ſhall preſume to abuſe this Liberty, and 
ſhall preach ſeditiouſly, or to the derogation of the Do- 
ctrine, Diſcipline, or Government of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, or ſhall meet in places not allowed by us, we 
do hereby give them warning, and declare; we will pro- 
ceed againſt them with all ſeverity: 


20. In the Kings Speech to both Houſes, 
February 5. 1672. P. 4 


I will conclade with this aſſurance to yon, thatT will 
preſerve the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Church, as it is now eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ; And 
in the whole courſe. of my Indulgence to Diſſenters, T 
do not intend it ſhall any ways prejudice the Church, 
but I will ſupport its Rights and it in its full Power. 

And Oftober 27. 73. P. 4. I hope I need not we ma- 
ny words to perſwade you, that I am ſteady in main- 
taining all the profeſſions and promiſes I have madc you 
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you treſh inſtances of my zeal for preſerving the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion and Laws, as often as any occaſion ſhall 
require. 

kid January 7. 73. P. 4. If there be any thing 
elſe, which you think wanting to ſecure Religion, there 
1s nothing which you ſhall reaſonably propoſe, but I 
fhall be ready to receive it. 


21. In the King's Speech, April I3. 75. P. 3, 


The principal end of my calling you now, is to know 
what you think may be yet wanting to the ſecurity of 
Religion; and to give my felt fatistaction of having u- 
ſed the utmoſt of my endeavours to procure and ſettle 
a right and laſting underſtanding between us. I will 
leave nothing undone, that may ſhew the World my 
zeal to the Proteſtant Religion, as it is eſtabliſhed in 


the Church of England; from which I will never de- 
part. 


on my part, in my endeavours to procure the full 1a- 
tisfaction of all my SubjeRts, in the matter both of Re- 
ligion and Property. 

And again, Oftober 13. 75. Irecommend to you, what- 
ever may tend to the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Relig 
ON, as it is now eſtabliſhed in the Church of Zngland. 


22. #n 
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. concerning Religion: And I ſhall: be very: ready to give 


Again, Juneg. 73. Þ. 3. I think T have given ſuffici- 
ent evidence tothe World, thatT have not been wanting 
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22. 1n his Speeches to both Houſes, 
November 9.78. ÞP. 3. 


Nor dol think it enough to give you my thanks only, 
tor the grave and extraordinary care you have already 
taken, and do continually ſhew for the ſafety and pre- 
ſervation of my Perion in theſe times of danger ; but 
I hold my ſelf obliged to let you ſee withal, that I do 
as much ſtudy your preſervation too, as I can poſflibly ; 
and that I am as ready to joyn with you, 1n all the 
ways and means that may eſtatliſh a firm ſecurity of 
the Proteſtant Religion, as your own hearts can wiſh ; 
And this not only during my time (of which I am ſure 
you have no fear) but in all future Ages, even to the 
end of the World. 

And March 6. p. 3. I meet you here with the moſt 
earneſt deſire, that man can have, to unite the Minds. 
of all my Subjects, both to me and to one another; and. 
I reſolve it ſhall be your faults, if the ſucceſs be not ſui- 
table to my deſires. 

And p. 7. 1 do give you this aſſurance, that I will 
with my Life defend the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Laws of this Kingdom. 


2.3. In his Majeſties Speech to both Houſes, 
February 15. 1679. P. I. 


T am now. reſolved to let the World fee, that it ſhall 
not be my fault, it they be not happy by your Con- 
ſultations in Parhament; For. I declare my {elf very 
plainly to you , that I.come prepared, to give you alt 

the 
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the fatis action and ſecurity in the great concerns of the 
Proteſtant Religion , as it is eſtabliſhed inthe Church of 
Enoland, that {hall reaſonably be asked, or can conſiſt 
with Chriſtian Prudence. 


2.4. In his Speech to both Houſes, 
October 21. 80. Þ. 6. 


That which I value above all the Treaſure in the 
World, and which I am ſure will give me greater 
Strength and Reputation both at home and abroad than 
any Treature can do, 15 a perfect Union among our 
ſelves. Nothing but this can reſtore the Kingdom to 
that Strength and Vigor which it ſeems to have loſt, 
and raiſe us again to that conſideration , which England 
hath uſually had. 


25. In his Majeſtes Speech to both Houſes, 
March 21. 1662 Þ. 2. 
I 


It is as much my Intereſt, and ſhall be as much my 


care as yours , to preſerve the Liberty of the Subject; 


becauſe the Crown can never be ſafe, when that is in 


danger. And I would have you hkewiſe to be con- 
vinc'd, that neither your Liberties nor Properties can 
ſubſiſt long , when the juſt Rights and Prerogatives of 


the Crown are invaders, or the Honour of the Govern 
ment brought low and into diſreputation. | 


And p. 3. Let not the juſt care you ought to have 
of Religion be ſo managed and improv'd into unnecefl- 
ſary fears, as to be made a pretence for changing the 


Foundations of the Government. 


26. ©. 3. 
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20. F, bl ib. To remove all reaſonable fears that 
may ariſe from a poſſibility of a Popiſh Succeſſor's com- 
ing to the Crown; if means can be found, that in 
{uch a caſe the Adminiſtration of the Government may 
remain in Proteſtant Hands , I ſhall be ready to heark- 
en to any ſuch expedient , by which the Religion may 
be preſerv'd and the Monarchy not deſtroy'd. 

1b. p. 4.1 conclude with this one Article to you, that the 
Rules and Meaſures of all your Votes, may be the known 
and publiſhed Laws of the Land; which neither can 
nor ought to be departed from, nor chang'd, but by 
A&t of Parliament : And I may the more reaſonably re- 
quire , that you make the Laws of the Land your Rule, 
becauſe T am reſolved they ſhall be mine. 


28. In his Majeſties Declaration, 
April 8. 1681. p. 9. 


We look upon Parliaments, as the beſt Method for 
healing the Diſtempers of the Kingdom , and the only 
means to preſerve the Monarchy in that due Credit and 
Reſpe&t, which it ought 'to have both at home and 
abroad. And for this cauſe weare reſolved, by the blef. 
ſing of God, to have frequent Parliaments; and both 
in and out of Parliament , to uſe our utmgſt endeavours 
to extirpate Popery , and to redreſs all the Grievances 
of our Good Subjects; and in all things to govern ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Kingdom. And we hope 
that a little time will fo far open the eyes of all our 
good Subjects, that our next meeting in Parliament ſhall 
perfe& all that Settlement and Peace, which ſhall. te 
found wanting, either in Church or State. 
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In His Majeſties Anſwers, 
May 19. 168. 


To the Lienenancy. That zeal which they have expreſ- 
ſed their Loyalty and good Aﬀection to his Perſon and 
Government, is at this time a very ſeaſonable piece of 
Duty and Scrvice, and His Majeſty doth heartily thank 
them for it, | 

. To Southwark. 'They proceeded upon the trueſt and ſu- 
reſt grounds that can ke, when they lay it down tor 
a Maxim, that ſteady Loyalty 1s the only Foundation 
of true Felicity, 

To Bath. 'That he will always retain a gracious remem- 
brance of their good Services ; and that they ſhall not 
tail to find eftefts of it, when ever they ſhall apply 
themſelves to his Majeſty for his Favour. 

To London. The King is not only confident of the 
aftection of the City in general, as knowing no Prince 
ever deferved better of his People : But he believes the 
createſt part of the Aldermen and Common-Councel 
roo, to be very much addicted to his Service. 

The King hath ſet his heart upon this City , to do 
them all the good he can: and 'tis only the peace of his 
Government which can bring you any proſperity. The 
King therefore recommends it to you, and requires it 
of you, to take eftectual care, that there be no kind of 
diſturbance or diſorder among you. _ 


V1F AF-ROT, 
Salas 
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Salus Popul: Suprema Lex. 


The ſafety of the People is the ſupream Law. 


T, 6 & the ſafety of any thing or perſon is oppo- 


ſed , not whatſoever hurt or offence, but ruin 
and deſtruction. A mans Body may be perhaps afflicted 
with ſome Diſtempers , yet 1s he not preſently to ſly to 
extream Remedies, as in danger of Life. Soin a Com- 
mon-wealth, Tumults muſt not be raifed, nor an Alarm 
given to the Multitude, upon occaſion of fore abuſes or 
diſorders in the Government. There have been always, 
and will be, under the beſt of Kings, in the beſt conſt. 
tuted Common-wealths, oppreſſions and grievances, not 
a few. Then 1s the ſafety of the Common-wealth in 
queſtion, when things are plainly brought into oper 
danger , either by invaſion of Forreign Enemies, or by 
inſurrection of wicked Subjects, whence will tollow 
Ruin, unleſs timely ſuccour be provided. 


2. People, 1s a multitude of men gathered together, 
united by Laws agreed on , and by common Intereit and 
mutual Profit. "Three ways 1s the Word uſed in Ro- 
man Authors. -r. For the Pleheians alone, or common 
People, the loweſt rank, oppoſed to the Lords and Gen- 
tlemen. 2. For the two inferior Orders, the Plebetans 
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and Gentlemen together, in diſtintion from the Lords, 
Patricians, or Sexators, Theſe retained ſome Prerogative 
of Dignity and Honour above the other Citizens as ap- 
peareth 1a that ſolemn form : * hath ſeemed good to the 
Senate and People of Rome. Wherein the name of Peo- 
ple comprehends-all the Citizens, the Senate (or Lords) 
excepted. 3. For all the Citizens of the three Orders, 
Tyrds, Gentlemen , and Plebeians. In this ſenſe, the 
Writers of Roman affairs, while the State of their Com- 
mon-wealth was popular, are to be underſtood, as oft 
as they: mention the Conſervation, Dignity, and Ma- 


jeſty of the People. - 


3- The word People may be taken either co/edively, 
to ſignifie the whole community of a Common-wealth, 
that 1s, the Prince and the Subjects together ; or diſcre- 
trvely and preciſely, to ſigniſie the Sub;eRts only diſtin& 
from the King, juſt as the Body of man either notes the 
inferiour Members together with the Head ; or theſe 
Members preciſely and diſtinft from the Head, An 
Army ſometimes comprehends the General himſelf, with 
the Soldiers ; ſometimes not. So: Kingdom, Parliament, 
and other words of hke ſort. 


4. But in what ſenſe (coleftzvely, or diſcretively) is the 
appellation of People to be underſtood in the Maxim? 
The Rule of Interpretation is, Words colleftrve are al- 
ways to be taken colletively, unleſs the oppoſite adjoyned re- 
quire the contrary. For example, where it is rag (Col. x. - 
I8.) Chriſt i the Head of his Body the Church, it is mani- 
feſt , by the oppoſite added, viz. by the mentipn of 
Head (to which Body relates) the word Body 4s taken 

| dil- 
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diſcretively for the other Members diſtin {ram the 
Head. Likewile if one ſay, the General hath drawn 
his Army out of the Camp, or hath {ent them to their 
Winter Qiiarters: Or, (which is written of David) 
whatſoever the King did pleaſed the People: 'Tis clear by 
the oppoſite oppoſed, Geyeral and Xing, That the co]- 
lective words, Army and People; are to be underſtood 
diſcretively and exelafoely. That is, by Army the Soldj- 
ers are only meant, not the General ; by Peop/e the Swb- 
jeds only, not the King allo. 


5. But when the oppoſite 1s not added, to retain the 
ſignification: unto the one term of relation , 1t 1s unrea- 
ſonable to take the coſedizve word otherwiſe than: col- 
lectively and in the juſt Latitude, fo as may com- 
prehend both relatives; eſpecially where the ſpeech 
concerns the ſafety and good of both. For example , 
It the Camp were ordered to remove to morrow , 
leſt the Army ſhould be ſurprized by the Enemy ; No 
man. in his right mind would conceive this provi- 
ſion made, only for the Soldiers ſafety, no regard be- 
ing had for the General. As it a Phyſitian ſhould adviſe 
his Patient to have a care of his Body, and: he fhould 
look to the lower Members and neglect tne Head. 

6. Apain, If a Company of common Soldiers ſay, 
The ſafety of the Army is the ſupreme Military Law ; The 
General lays intollerable burthens upon his men; unlets 
they ſhake off the: Yoke in time, the A4rmy-will be 
loſt : And on this Ground conſpire to defend themſelves 
by Force and Arms, deſpiſe the Commands of their 
General, and offer violence to his Perſon. Or, ſuppoſe 
Servants in a Family (who are willed to Ee obedient e- 
vVch. 
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ven to freward Maſters 1 Pet. 2.) laying their heads to- 
gether thould throw their Maſter out of doors, as a chur- 
1h man and unjuit,icize upon the Reys and Trunks, and 
2] the ſluFunder this colour, The fafery of the Family is 
the ſupreme T,aw aconomical ; who would not conſels, theſe 
wicked and neiarious enterprizes are not to be inferred 
from thoſe prixciples well underſtood. Such 1s their plea, 
and no better, who make the ſafety of the People a cloak 
for civil Sedition or Rebellion: doubtleſs, there 1s con- 


tein'd,” and that eminently, in the ſafety of the Army, 


the ſafety of the Gexeral ; 1n the ſatety of the Famzly, the 


Maſters {ajety ; and in the fatety of the People, the Priu- 


ces fatety allo. Ina word, the faiety of the People, 1. e. 
of the King and of his Subjects together, 1s the {upreme 
Law : but the ſafety of the People, 1. e. of the SubjeQts, 
the King being excluded, not 1o. 


7, Moreover, He that more attentively conſiders the 


_ Cigyity of the perſons, or the original of this Maxim, will 


grant, this celebrated faying is rather meant of the fafe- 
ty of the Prince preciſely, than of the fafety of the Peo- 
ple preciſely. That the Majeſty of Kings is Sacred and 
Holy, not only the Eccleſtaſtical Fathers (even at the 
time when yet there was no Chriſtian King) have libe- 


rally acknowledged ; who honourd them as men xext 
toGed, and lels then God only ; ofterd unto God Vows 


and Prayers for their fatety ; upon their ſafety, declared 
the ſafety of allthe People and their Felicity to depend-: 
But God himiclf allo, the beſt and greateſt, was pleasd 
to have it teitufied abundantly, (as we could ſhew at large 
if 1t were ncediul) in the Holy Scriptures. Whence it 
was, that all pious and well diſpoied Citizens have been 
always 
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always of this mind, to preſerve the Xizes ſafety (when 
the chance of War had brought things into great hazard) . 
I fay, the ſafety of the King alone, before all their own: 
This, as became good SubjeQs, the 7/raelites ovenly pro- 
iefled, who the curſed conipiracy of Abſalom, continu- 
ed loyal to David, and ſtiled the King, the breath of their 
Noſtrils, 2 Sam. 19. 


8. The Criginal of their Maxim was from the Roman 
Nation , uſed by them when Rowe flouriſhed moit 
under the popular Stare. No wonder, they account- 
ed the faiety of the People to have been the Su- 


preme Law, where the People was the Supreme Pow- 


er. The Laws were the Laws of the People, theirs | 
were the Judgments , theirs all the Juriſdiction and . 
the abſolute Dominion and Majeſty. AY which in 
a Monarchichal Eſtate belong not to the Pcople , bur 
to the Prince. Therefore, how much value they 
had for the fafety of the People, where the People 
had the Majeſly (how much that was they ſhew'd 
to the World by this very Maxim) fo much if we 
will inſiſt upon the Authority of the fame with due re- 
guard to difterent forms ) muſt we , who acknow- 
ledge no other Majeſty, bit regal, have for the fafe- 
ty of Kings. | 


Now if the. words which remain , Supreme 
Law, be nghtly weighed , all wife and modeit men 
will acknowleds , ſcarce any thing could pottibly be 
alledged more ample and ulluitrious for the citabliſh- 
ing the Higheſt Power of A7zgs, than this Maxim. 
For this locution , the Supreme Law ſuppoſeth , there 


muſt 


C2): 
muſt neceſfarily be in every Common-wealth ſome 
Power, to all poſitive humane Laws Superior ; Unto 
which .it -appertains to provide, and by Authority 
of 'the fame to procure, that tze Common-wealth 
receive no detriment, neither from the defe&t of 
Laws, nor from the too ſuperſtitious obſervation of 
them. The reaſon whereof 1s manifeſt, Becauſe, 
neither can the T.aw-g/ver, no not the moſt prudent 
foreſee all circumſtances of future events ; nor ſuffici- 
ently prevent by Law the contingency of thoſe evils 
and incommodities whick he fuipe&eth. In which | 
caſe , unleſs there be , in ſome perticular perſon or 
perſons, place left to exerciſe ſome arbztrary Pow- 
er, there will remain no effectual and ſufficient reme- 


dy to avert your prefent danger, and provide for 
the publick fatety. 


ro. This being fixed, that the fafety of the Peo- 
ple, i. e. the publick good requires , there be in the 
Common-wealth ſome Authority Sxperzor to the 
Laws, which may ſupply the defects of the fame; 
it follows neceſſarily , this ſupream Authority cannot 
belong to any other than the Prince, the perſon 
who hath the higheſt Fmpire and Command over 
the whole Community, the Governour and Pro- 
teftor of all the People: whether he be oze, as 
ina Monarchical State ; or more , - as in other forms 
of Common-wealth. 


it. This Maxim; which I faid deſeended to us 
from the Romans, is found Written in Marcus Czce- 
ro's third. Book de /egibus, drawn (as he teſtifies) out 


of 
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of the ancient Laws of that Nation , and by him de- 
ſcribed in the very words of the Law. Afﬀter the 
deſcription and explication of the Laws pertaining 
to Religion, and the Worſhip of their gods in the 
former Books; in the third, at laſt he proceeds to the 
rehearſal of ſuch as belong to the Common-wealth 
and to the Majeſtrates; Where, among other words, 
are theſe, 1» the Royal _ let there be two : And 
let them, in preſiding, in judging, in conſulting, be called 
Conſuls. Let them have the higheſt Right of the Mili- 
tia: bet them be ſubjeft to none: To them, let the ſafety 
of the People be the Supreme Law. To them; to whom 2 
To them that have the Royal Empire, who had 
the higheſt right of the Mz/ztia; who acknowledged 
no Power above them, to which they ought to be 
ſubject : that 1s, to the two Confuls. What, though 
by the conſtitution of that Common-wealth , they 
bear only a yearly Office, yet were they for the time, 
in the higheſt Power over the City .and the Roman 
World? Read, and read again this whole Period. Where 


SY can ye find any, the leaſt point of Power granted to 


Subjes (againſt the will of their Prince ) either to 
judge of the fafety of the People, or to do or ap- 
point any thing contrary to the Laws 2 Doth not 
this whole Series of things and Words in Cicero open- 
ty proclaim , That Supreme Authority , which is ſu- 
perior to all made Laws, and ſo the whole care of 
publick fafety , properly belongs to him, to whom 
alſo the Royal Empire belongs, and the Higheſt 
Right of the Mi/itia and the ſupereminent Power ſub- 
ject to none. 

-D- 12. Man- 
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12. Mankind, you will ſay, 1s in a very. Fad condi- 
tion, if the fafety of all depends upon the pleaſure 
of oze man ; ſo that it is not lawtul tor People in caſe 
of extream neceſlitv, without his aavice, to take care 
of the pullick ſafety. I anſwer, *tis granted, here is 
ſomething law{ul tor the Sul jets, it a great, and o- 
therwiſe unavoidatle xecefity require ; and that without 
the Princes advice. For neceflity (according to the 
common proverb) hath no Law. Nevertheleis, I deny 
that to follow , which fome would have. TI fay there- 
fore, Firſt, whatever right in this affair may poſſibly 
Felong to Szbjects, to fect aſide: the Laws.and regard the 
publick ' ſafety , it «c-102s to them upon- another - ac- 
count: Lut, upon thc Authority of the preferit Maxim, 
as a gro:ind, they can no way rely. It leaves the Peo- 
ples taf-ty to Le carcd for and procured by the Prince, 
and permits not that care to the people themſelves. 
Beſides, *tis one thivg to attempt a matter againſt the 
Laws, without the advice of the Prince; and another 
to do fo again/t his Will : That may be lawtul, due con- 
ditions obierved ; this not lawful upon no conditzon. 


x3. I fay, ſecendly, Subjeds, if they will attempt any 
thing in order to the publick fatety, muſt remember, 
above all, zwo cond:tions moſt religiouſly : either of 
- Which negleQted, they cannot cxcuſe rhemlelves by 

no neceſi:ty. One, that nothing be done or attempt- 
ed to the prejudice of the Prince; the preſervation of 
his Perſon and Dignity being moſt neceſſary to the pub- 
ack ſafety. The other, that nothing be done or attempt- 
ed againſt the Laws and Rights, butby the Princes con- 
feat; conſent, I mean, either expreſs, where it may con- 


veniently 


ET, 
* veniently be had ; or (if ke ke remote, and the buſineſs 
admit no delay) at leaft reaſonably preſamed: "that is, 
when the preiiuie o: necellity 1s ſo great, that no ſober 
and prudent man coud doubt, but the Prince himſelf, if 
he were preſent, would diſpenſe with the Law, and grant 
a relaxation to hus Suljects. 


14. Theſe two conditions being obſerved, I afhirm, 
except there arve from {ome other Spring (v/z. from 
_ particular circumſtances) an Impediment, 'tis lawful for 
Subjects, in defending the fatety of Prince and People, 
againſt Forreign Enemies, or domeſtick Tray tors, to re- 
gard more the Common Good, which 1s the Supreme Law, 
than to look upon the Words and Lettersot perticular 
Laws; which are made to ſerve, not to prejudice the 
Common-wealth. 


